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these gentlemen are employed to shake their heads in proper
companies; to doubt where all this will end; to be in mighty
pain for the nation; to shew how impossible it is, that the
public credit can be supported: to pray that all may do well
in whatever hands; but very much to doubt that the Pre-
tender is at the bottom. I know not any thing so nearly
resembling this behaviour, as what I have often seen among
the friends of a sick man, whose interest it is that he should
die: The physicians protest they see no danger j the symp-
toms are good, the medicines answer expectation; yet still
they are not to be comforted; they whisper, he is a gone
man; it is not possible he should hold out; he has perfect
death in his face; they never liked this doctor: At last the
patient recovers, and their joy is as false as their grief.

I believe there is no man so sanguine, who did not ap-
prehend some ill consequences from the late change, though
not in any proportion to the good ones : but it is manifest,
the former have proved much fewer and lighter than were
expected, either at home or abroad, by the fears of our
friends, or the hopes of our enemies. Those remedies that
stir the humours in a diseased body, are at first more painful
than the malady itself; yet certain death is the consequence
of deferring them too long. Actions have fallen, and the
loans are said to come in slowly. But beside, that some-
thing of this must have been, whether there had been any
change or no; beside, that the surprise of every change, for
the better as well as the worse, is apt to affect credit for a
while; there is a further reason, which is plain and scandalous.
When the late party was at the helm, those who were called
the Tories, never put their resentments in balance with the
safety of the nation, but cheerfully contributed to the com-
mon cause. Now the scene is changed, the fallen party
seems to act from very different motives: they have given
the word about; they will keep their money and be passive;
and in this point stand upon the same foot with Papists and
Nonjurors. What would have become of the public, if the
present great majority had acted thus, during the late ad-
ministration ? Had acted thus, before the others were masters
of that wealth they have squeezed out of the landed men,
and with the strength of that, would now hold the kingdom
at defiance ?